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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE BOOKS 
Steiner, Charlotte Peggy Cloth Books 
| $1.25; $1.50 with foam 
BABY'S FRIENDS rubber stuffed animal 


A rag book in which a puppy who barks, ducks that quack, the cow that moos 
etc. are baby's friends. Each fast color page has a bold drawing by the author and 
the pleasant rhymed couplet descriptions will take the three year old fancy. Wash- 
ableness and the attached foam rubber stuffed lamb make this a salable nursery item. 


(Publ. ) | 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Big Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
paper over board $1.50 


Potter, Miriam Clark- THE GOLDEN BOOK OF LITTLE VERSES- Mary Blair's large 
multicolored pictures with the appeal of bigness and make-believe gO splendidly with 
verses that cover a wide range of funny, exciting things. Ducks quacking as they 
walk, dogs talking about cats, a surprise birthday party, pink shod doves, the Easter 
bunny- all come alive under the pen of a rhymster who has the wonderful illogic of 
childhood's delights and fanciful comparisons well in hand. Hours of fun should 
come of this. (Publ.) 

EASY READING 


Doubleday 


Paull, Grace 
THE LITTLE TWIN paper over board $1.50 
An accidentally won Four H Club contest is the goal in a thoroughly engag- 
ing younger brother story, illustrated with brown, orange and green drawings by the 
author. When the cow Rhoda's twins are born on their farm, Benny gets the larger of 
the two calves to train. Too young to have his own, Tommy nevertheless takes good 
care of Little Twin, suffers teasings and misfortunes and on the day of the contest 
when Benny's calf is lost, Tommy is told by mistake to enter in his brother's place 
and is judged best before he can get out the truth. Rightful recognition and hopes 
of winning next year are ample substitutes for the ribbon that must go to the next 


boy in line. (Publ. LC: 53-5484) 
| EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Holberg, Ruth Langland | Crowell 
THREE BIRTHDAY WISHES $2.50 


More about Bob and Nancy and the Catnip Man (see The Catnip Man, 1951, 
p- 482) and their Cape Ann doings in a story that adjusts its focus perfectly on 
ten year old visions of excitement and dreams come true. With a school hobby show 
and a birthday in the offing, the twins start their projects. Nancy does fancy 
beadwork and longs to be a flower girl in a wedding. Bob wants to be a chef and 
takes baking lessons on the sly from chubby old Mrs. Butterfield. Meanwhile the 
Catnip Man, (an idol to the kids if a poor example of age), is invited to their 
party. He of course forlornly hopes for a wife to take care of him and feed hin, 
and through Bob's Saturday stove sessions, gets together with Mrs. Butterfield. 
Beadwork and cake are hobby show hits, the party's a success and Nancy is flower 
girl at the Catnip Man's wedding. Lisl Weil's drawings clinch the humor. (Publ. 


IC: 53-5088) -305- 
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Little, Brown 


Anderson, Bertha C. 
TINKER'S TIM AND THE WITCHES $2.75 


Here's a realistic treatment of Salem witchhunting that is good adventure in © 
spite of certain prominent morality tale qualities. In 1691, Tim Tetlow who lives with 
his widowed tinker father and his grandmother on the outskirts of the town, is bewildered 
when playmates refuse to play with him. With the truth out- that his Granny is suspect 
because she brews herb tea and one among the people she has nursed has died- Tim feels 
that the true way of God lies in the love and gaiety of his own family. Eventually 
Granny must flee. She goes to her daughter in Worcester and to escape danger themselves, 
Tim and his father take to the road, earn money doing odd jobs and go to Worcester by way 
of Charlestown. Governor Phips' reprieve of witchcraft prisoners clears the way for their 
return to Salem. Spiritually curdling descriptions of Salem austerity and the theory that 
superstitions originally spread from the elaborated tales of the town's West Indian Negro 
servants are the other highlights in a pointed little indictment of human narrow-minded- 


ness. Quiet drawings. (7/20 LC: 53-7303) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Sterling, Dorothy & Doubleday 
Ehrenberg, Myron TREES AND THEIR STORY $2.50 


* The third book this year by this author- photographer team (see United Nations 
NY. and Billy Goes. Exploring )- while not a practical field work volume, is an excellent 
general introduction to Northern trees and their life cycles. Tastefully integrated text 
and pictures follow a simple pattern that is interestingly and invitingly presented. Ori- 
entation as to habitat, age, types, components of trunk, root and leaf break ground for 
the more detailed explanation of outstanding occurences in seasonal growth. These are- 
bud growth in winter, blooming in spring, leaves and particular leaf patterns in summer, 
seeding in autumn. A last section on further traits such as stems, bark or habitat, sup- @ 
plements former examples and stimulates looking and reading more for oneself. Fine to 
read along with Gertrude Wall's G:fts From the Forest (Scribner, 1952). (Publ. 1C:53-5290) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Bailey, Ralph Edgar Dutton 
TONY SEES IT THROUGH $2.75 


Heavy treatment of solid themes- re-orientation to home farm life and the es- 
tablishment of a good future-pour an overdose of morals that may clog reading enjoyment. 
Tony Driscoll, twenty and just back in his community from three years in the navy, feels | 
rootless until a mystery throws his father's farm into a state of anxiety. First, Tony's | 
pet bull is almost killed by the unexplainable appearance of loco weed. Then, feeling re- 
sponsibility, he works out a solution, exposes a farmer who wants to scare the others into | 
forming a protective association from which he would profit, and then successfully inaugu- 
rates his own plan for a cooperative. Basic values laboriously propounded. (7/31 LC:53-6066) 


Cross, John Keir Dutton 
THE STOLEN SPHERE $2.75 


Show people and space travel for a super British spy thriller. A family acro- 
bat team, the Flying Fortunes, and with them an American boy, Bret, orphaned by the war, 
are touring England with a vaudeville company. Another "act" is that of the illusionist 
Sartine, whose astounding tricks and aura of indefinable evil strike a false note. Juxta- 
posing the adventures of the tour, there are further strange activities:- a Scotch scien- 
tist labors on a project called "Moonshine"; a group of Frenchmen work mysteriously in the 
back of a Paris undertaking establishment. Then- as one of the Fortune daughters muses 
on the puzzle of Sartine, a succession of things happen. "Moonshine" is stolen. Sartine | 
(though he escapes in the-end) is revealed as a spy by Bret's father who isn't dead after | 

) 





all but has been serving in counterespionage; a powerful spy ring is brought to an end; 
and the integral parts of Earth's first man-made satellite is recovered. Skillful handling 
of the emotional factors make this superior to the average in its field. A first rate yarn. 


(7/31. IC: 53-6067) 
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Young, Scott Little, Brown 
BOY ON DEFENSE $2.75 


In Scrubs on Skates (1951, p. 74+), a Winnepeg hockey story that took young 
Pete Gordon through the throes of shifting highschools and learning team spirit, the 
sub-plot dealt with a Polish D. P. classmate, Bill Spunska, and his first rink trials. 
Now the sequel follows Bill's last year at Northwestern High. With the emphasis on 
hockey, though it's good hockey, rather illogically overshadowing other realms of 
life, there is nevertheless a quality of sincerity that makes this a better than aver- 
age sports novel. For those who read the first book there is the return of the old 
gang- Pete, his sister Sarah, Grouchy, Rosy and the other players. With Bill now an 
alternate team captain, they win many games (too easily?) and their problems along 
the way- a conceited player, Bill's need to work to help supplement his university 
professor father's small salary, his quarrel with Sarah- are solved with aplomb. An 
offer from the Toronto Maple Leafs solves even more problems and Bill chooses that 
rather than college. (7/23 16:53-7331) 


Mann, Arthur McKay 
BOB WHITE: SPRING TERROR $2.50 


Continuing the rookie second baseman's career (see Sot White’ Bonus Player, 
1952, p. 283) this takes Bob through spring training down at Palmetto Park, Florida, 
and dresses his plot with a mantle of ball talk. Honest, skillful, but tight lipped 
about his convictions, Bob gets into hot water with his seeming boast about running 
speed. Concealing doubts about faulty time tests brings approbation and a near miss 
of a Class A opportunity, but revelations of crooked scouting break the foul line in 
time. (5/22 L0:53-7554) 


Felsen, Henry Gregor Random House 
STREET ROD $2.50 


* Hot rodding and the competitive spirit born of boredom and the wish to be 
a big shot, get a scathing denunciation in a novel of teen agers that probes fur- 
ther than Felsen's former Hot Rod and embodies artistic qualities that serve to 
prove points forcefully. Chagrined at being the only one of his gang without a 
car, Ricky of Dellville, Iowa, buys a car without permission. The chip on his shoul- 
der- from over-solicitous parents, from his gang's joshing about his junk, from wor- 
shipped Sharon's spurning-is worn down as Ricky learns more machinery, soups up his 
rod, gains Sharon's interest and at his father's suggestion tries to persuade the 
town to grant a "drag strip" where the boys can test their cars. On the crest of 
hope, an out of town accident cools Dellville's elders to the point where they even 
forbid dating in cars and going beyond town limits. The resentful boys, their in- 
tra-group rivalries rising anew, making a nuisance of themselves by driving illicitly 
to Des Moines etc., until there is again the opportunity to form an auto club, work 
for a strip, and for Ricky, a chance to redesign his car with Sharon's help and win 
a show in Des Moines. On their way home- the wiser, temperate Sharon asleep at his 
side and Link, still his nemisis, hugging his bumper for a race- Ricky has to accept 
a last, proving challenge and is killed. Symbolic descriptions, implicit and well 
structured events, the final condemnation, make this a book of tragic, deeply 
anguishing proportions. (7% 1s 53-5030) g/7) 

y 


To The Stars. Series | Shasta 
$2.50 


Leinster, Murray- SPACE PLATFORM- Trite dialogue and a contrived plot make 
this story of Earth's first man made satellite an inauspicious first title in a new 
science fiction series. Each of the successive volumes to be published at three to 
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four month intervals will take readers one step further out in space. The hero of this 

one, young Joe Kenmore, goes to Bootstrap where the platform is being made. Because of 

his father's connection with machine tools, he holds some rank and plunges, with the 

help of the head security officer's daughter Sally, into breaking an international spy © 
ring intent on ruining the platform- and the United States' desire, against world op- 

position, of being the guardian of peace. A questionable bias here that seems to cut 

out all but American virtues does not seem exactly broad minded, but the thick layer 

of jetty jargon overshadows too powerful politics. Not the best science fiction we've 


read. (5/25 Le: 53-7292) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Bailey, Ralph Edgar Dutton 
TONY SEES IT THROUGH $2.75 

(See report in previous section. ) 
Felsen, Henry Gregor Random House 
STREET ROD $2.50 

(See report in previous section.) 

NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 

St. John, Robert Doubleday 
THIS WAS MY WORLD $3.95 


A newspaperman's autobiography that is entertaining, occasionally poignant 
and with news value on sidelights on people and events. His training for the jobs of ® 
foreign correspondent and radio commentator took place in years of drastic change for 
journalism and St. John shares behind the scenes stories from Chicago and from Europe, 


with readers. (Full report on p. 301. 7/9. IC: 6937) 


Hornsby, Roger David McKay 
MY KIND OF BASEBALL $2.50 


As manager of the Cincinnati Reds, what Hornsby has to say about baseball is 
important on all counts. A unique philosophy of baseball charges his personal history 
with drama, and turns out a book players will root for. (Full report on p. 303 6/12) 


Crosby, Bing- as told to Simon & Schuster 
Martin, Pete CALL ME LUCKY $3.95- cloth; $1.00- paper 


* Have fun with the groaner as he emerges from Harry Crosby of Washington to 
an enthusiast about show biz known as Bing. His life, his irresponsible to grandiose 
doings, stage, screen, air and sport successes, his family and the many people he 
knows and knew get a zingy going over- expanded from S.£.?. serialization. (Full \d 
report on p. 301. 6/29) y i 


Kinney, James R., V. M. D. Simon & Schuster 
& Honeycutt, Ann HOW TO RAISE A DOG $2.95 if 


This revised edition of the 1938 canine course which delighted so many pros- 
pective owners, continues its merry but enlightening way in its casual handling of all © 
doggy doings. Choosing, feeding, training etc., all the steps, are particularly well 
described and Thurber illustrations add a special touch. (Full report on p. 303. 7/7) 





